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The Islamic Society of St Francisco
I was at 20 Jones Street, St Francisco in the center and there was the big mosque of Masjid Darussalam Mosque that is built in the heart of San Francisco. The people of the site are Muslims of the St Francisco Islam society, who uses the Masjid Darussalam Mosque for the purpose of the prayers. The society has the vision to improve and encourage the emergence of the American Muslim identity. The American Muslim was founded on the compassion, respect, love, and dignity as contained in the Qur’an and the example that was set by Muhammad. The tradition is also to maintain peace and blessing upon Muhammad. The society also is a registered non-profit 501(c (3) organization in California. The society does not exclude any society of religious belief from any side of the faith to their organization.
 It invited and opens its doors to all cultural backgrounds and religious beliefs to join in their activities. The Islamic society is the sole and controller of the biggest mosque in San Francisco, Masjid Darussalam Mosque. It has a mission to cultivate a practice that can accommodate all the people from every corner of culture and religion through recreational activities.  The Islamic society is a tradition is about Islamic teachings and the examples of Muhammad. It is to develop the understanding of the people about the need and reason to understand the Islamic teachings. As a result, it aims at including every belief from any part of religion to join in the move to understand their teachings. The society needs the people to embrace and know what Islam means and how important it is.
 It is not about the people who are believed and known to be Muslims but also others who would like to get the teachings of Islam. Since the society has a mission to cultivate the teaching of Islam to everyone willing all the branches are an equal example to embrace the mood of inclusivity in the mosque. For instance in my visit the Masjid Darussalam Mosque, just like any other that is controlled by the Islamic Society the way is the same. They embrace everyone for the purpose of getting the prayers. There is no infringement of any kind to anyone who comes. Women and Men have the same way to worship without any infringement of any type. Here women and men are not controlled but have the same way to worship.  The San Francisco Islamic society has very distinctive features that show how unique it is.
 The congregation is about 30-40 in one building. It has the parking street for those who visit the site. It also has the shoe shelves. However, the most important spiritual practice that makes this society unique is the design of making one room that is used for the purpose of prayers. The third floor is only meant and preserved for the purpose of prayer rather than anything else. It is also unique that the society has set another floor; the second floor for the imam and his crew where they enjoy their iftar. However, opposite of what is known with the Muslim beliefs that the mosque can only be attended by those with hijab. Here it is unique that the mosque is opened for everyone who appears at the door whether with Jeans or any kind of cloth. Furthermore, the society is friendly to women who all have the same space for prayers like men without curtains, no walls and no barriers that would separate them from men. This is unique from what is known as the Muslim believers, women are known to have their own place of worship and no one is allowed to access the men prayer places.
The fact both men and women have the same space and room to have their prayer in the mosque is very appealing. This shows that the Islamic society is working hard to fix the gap that is created between the men and women of Islam. Women have been separated from men not as it is in the Christian church where both men and women offer prayers in the same room. Another instance is the fact that the society is very friendly to the congregation. No one is placed to guard the doors to reject those who are not worthy to be part of the prayers. I was so touched by this fact because everyone can get and is allowed to get in and offer prayer in the Mosque. Whether with hijab or not the mosque is opened to everyone, I was assured that I can just get in and access the building. This differs from what is well known with mosque only those who are worthy can get and access the building. Those who are not worthy are not allowed to get not the church premise. This personally touched me to see that the society is very friendly and ready to make every corner of the worlds to access their teachings without any point of rejection.
